
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from Rev Un Tay  
 

As I reflect upon the year 2021, I asked, “How have we impacted the community and seafarers around the world?” 
Throughout the lockdown of Coronavirus, we have: 
 
Repatriation & Transit 
We have attended to and helped repatriate over 50 seafarers stranded in Sydney, including those flying in to go on 
board the vessels. We have many testimonies of seafarers sharing how they have been blessed through our Mission.  
Quote: “I thank our Almighty Father for people like you and also the Mission To Seafarers. I thank Him for touching 
you and giving you the strength and high spirit to pursue your mission. Thank you so much Rev Tay for giving your 
time to us. I can only imagine how busy you are and yet, you still manage to give us a portion of your precious time. 
May our Almighty Father bless you more and also the Mission to Seafarers.” 
 
Shopping and Dropping 
This is an essential service for seafarers as many of them are on board the vessel for 12 to 18 months. According to 
our records, we have been delivering supplies to vessels on an average one vessel a day. This means we have 
impacted 8500 seafarers on 365 vessels this year in spite of the lockdown. 
 
Gift Packs 
Mission centres around the world distribute gift packs to seafarers. Our Mission distributed over 2000 gift packs to 
seafarers this year valued over $100,000. Thanks to Good360 for donating valuable and practical goods to seafarers. 
Besides toiletries, toothpaste & toothbrushes, shampoo & shower gels, shavers; items such as beanies, sunglasses, 
alcohol wipes, hand sanitizers, pens, calendars, towels, T-shirts, backpacks & cabin bags, novels & magazines, CDs & 
DVDs, Gideon Pocket NT Bibles and gospel tracts; Internet Data SIM cards and sometimes food packs were 
distributed to them. We are now preparing Christmas Gift Packs for seafarers. Your donations both in kind and 
finance will go a long way to assist the seafarers during this Christmas season and lift their spirits. 
 
Sunday Zoom Service and On-Board Face-to-Face Service 
Understanding the psyche of seafarers during this lockdown, is most important. Seafarers are longing and yearning 
to get off their vessels at each port for a breather, but unfortunately, they have been prohibited due to government 
policy.  When we deliver supplies to them, at the gangway, they are so appreciative and long to have a meaningful 
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conversation with us. They long to connect with the outside world again and our chaplains provide a personal touch, 
and connection with them, by affirming their “humanness”. 
 
The impact of Coronavirus on seafarers is immeasurable. Many suffer from anxiety disorders & loneliness, causing 
emotional and psychological scars. The  suicide rates have increased many fold.  After the lockdown began, we 
started our Sunday Zoom Service for seafarers.  We started with only 3 people attending. Today, we have an average 
of 25 per Sunday. Our largest attendance was 180 participants! Our Zoom Service provides a platform for seafarers 
to connect and interact, singing and sharing, affirming their faith, listening to a short devotion and prayers for them, 
their families and work. It helps to alleviate their anxieties and loneliness as well as to encourage and support them 
emotionally and spiritually. We have conducted two Sunday services on board vessels, and zoomed them across the 
globe. The responses from the crew, and others, have been very encouraging and uplifting.  It shows how much 
emotional and spiritual support they need and receive. Please continue to pray for them! 
 
Deputation and Raising Awareness 
In spite of the lockdown, we have had opportunities to conduct twelve deputations, via Zoom, and face to face, at 
various churches.  Many have not heard of our Mission before and were exposed to the ministry of our Mission for 
the first time. They were pleased to know that there is an organisation caring for the needs and wellbeing of seafarers, 

around the world. We also, thankfully, received generous donations from them. Since the lockdown has been lifted, 
we are doing face-to-face deputations with churches, small groups, mission’s outreach, as well as the corporate 
sector, over the coming year. Kindly email us at enquiries@missiontoseafarers.org.au or call me to arrange for a 
deputation, at your Church. 
 
One-Stop Mobile Vaccination Station 
We are very blessed in NSW to have over 90% of our population double vaccinated. Not so for seafarers on board 
the vessels. Only a small percentage are vaccinated. Please see Shane’s article below. We are anticipating more 
vaccination rollouts, on an average of 3 to 4 vessels per week. Please pray for the Vaccination Team, seafarers and 
our staff in this essential and important service. 
 
Christmas Thanksgiving Celebration 
It’s time to celebrate and give thanks to God, despite the 
unprecedented challenges and turbulent times, we all have 
faced. (we’re reminded that God works all things together for 
good for those that love Him, Romans 8:28).  We invite you to 
celebrate with us on Saturday, 11th December, 2021, at St 
Anne’s Ryde Anglican Church, 42 Church Street, Ryde, NSW, 
from 2:30 to 4:00 pm. Kindly, RSVP to 
enquiries@missiontoseafarers.org.au or call to register at  
02-92413009. 
 
Thank you for your support, contributions, prayers, and 
invitations to share with your groups and churches, 
throughout the year. On behalf of our team  
at Mission to Seafarers, Sydney, we wish 
you a Blessed Christmas and a Wonderful 
New Year, in 2022! 
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The vaccination of seafarers on our shores 

has begun   by Shane Hobday 

 
Since May 2021 Wayne Ashton, Operations Manager with NSW 
Ports has been working with NSW Health to arrange the 
vaccination of seafarers at the ship’s gangway whilst in Port 
Botany.  Crew vaccinations of a number of coastal and Pacific 
Island LPG supply ships took place between May and August. In 
early September, NSW Ports approached Mission to Seafarers 
(MtS) Sydney to see if the MTS 25 seater bus could be used to 
provide a mobile vaccination facility. 
  
The vaccinations using the AstraZeneca vaccine are conducted 
adjacent to the ship by nurses from NSW Health (under current NSW Health rules seafarers are not permitted more 
than 13m from the ship at any time). A couple of rows of seats at the back of the bus have been removed to 
accommodate a table where the vaccination can occur, with chairs set up immediately alongside the bus for the 
mandatory 15 minute observation period. This mobile facility (driven by MTS staff and volunteers) is mainly being 
used on the container terminals, where it is not safe to set up in the open. 
  
It is understood this vaccination program at the ship’s gangway is the first in Australia.  Hopefully it can progress to 
all ship crews wanting to be vaccinated, in all ports around Australia. On each occasion the seafarers have been 
extremely thankful. Up to the end of November 2021 MtS Sydney has been involved in the vaccination of the crews 
of 40 ships in both Port Botany and Sydney Harbour. The Missions at Newcastle and Port Kembla are now rolling out 

vaccinations to crews as well. Together, the Missions, in NSW, are leading the way forward for vaccinations.  
 
Mr Shane Hobday’s career spans more than 35 years in the port industry. For many years he held executive 
operational roles in both the Sydney Ports Corporation and NSW Ports.  He has been a long-term Director of the 
Mission to Seafarers, Sydney NSW approximately 20 years, and since retirement at the end of 2015 he has 
volunteered, on a weekly basis with the Mission including driving the bus, transporting seafarers to and from Port 
Botany.  Shane is also the chair of the Sydney Seafarer Welfare Committee. Shane has recently retired from our 
Board of Directors, but still intends to continue to volunteer with the mission, including driving the bus to facilitate 
seafarer vaccinations as outlined above.  The Board of Directors and all staff thank Shane for his wonderful service to 
the mission, and we look forward to him continuing to serve with us, assisting seafarers, in his volunteer role. 
 

 

Community Support on the Local Scene  by Jaz Stephens OAM and Walsh Bay Resident 
 
Our maritime Sydney residents of Walsh Bay - Pyrmont - Millers Point have all kindly banded together to donate 
Books - Magazines - DVDs - CDs over past years. This year we learned that the Mission to Seafarers distributes gift 
bags prepared for the seafarers. After a visit we committed to donating the gifts and my role is to pack donations in 
every bag. We have a very supportive and caring community helping our vulnerable seafarers.  Seafarers are 
not  permitted to have shore leave recently and many crew changes have not been possible during these crazy covid 
times. 
 
Seafarers do so much to support  
our Australian economy and our  
comforts. Shipping is an essential  
service.  

No Shipping 
means 
No Shopping 
No Fuel. 



 
From Seafarer to Supporter  by Michael Doyland 

 
When I was first indentured to The New Zealand 
Shipping Company in 1959, I had just turned 16.  
I was a direct entry and my father had to borrow from 
his mother to buy my uniforms. I started on GBP 10 per 
month, which increased to GBP 24 per month 3 years 
later on my last voyage as a cadet. When I joined my 
first ship in Cardiff, I had very little cash. We quickly 
found that the MTS was the one place we could go and 
be welcomed and find the assistance we needed. Many 
years later, I married my wife in the MTS in Fremantle. 
A few years later, at a lonely moment in my life, I was 
able to turn to the MTS in Sydney for support. 
 
I admire the work the Sydney MTS is doing, and I am 

forever grateful for the support I received on that 

lonely weekend when I started working on the coast, 

and I am sure that current seafarers are grateful for it 

as well. There are about 1,500,000 seafarers who are 

at sea at any one time, somewhere around the world. 

Michael Doyland is a retired seafarer and long-time 
supporter of The Mission to Seafarers. He was at sea 
from 1959 to 1985, first with The New Zealand Shipping 
Company (better known as The Federal Line here in Oz) 
and then The Australian National Line. He then joined 
The Maritime Services Board as a pilot in Sydney and 
retired in 2004. The Mission is very grateful for his & all 
our supporters ongoing generosity & encouragement. 
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    Sydney, NSW 2000   

    Tel: +61-2-9241-3009 
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Tax deductible donations can also be   

    made directly into our Bank Account: 

   BSB   062 074 

   Account   1000 8062 

Cheques can be sent, however there  
may be a delay in processing as    
banking will only be done fortnightly. 

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO OUR  
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

and continue to remember us and seafarers 
in your prayers, as well as financially through 

your donations. 
Creating a bequest through your will 
is a special way you can continue to 

care for seafarers. 

Thank you, stay well and 
God bless you all 
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